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Item 10, part I of the Provisional Agenda:

Reflection on revising the Operational Directives concerning the criteria for inscription 
on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding and 
the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity
	Summary

In its Resolution 3.GA 5, the General Assembly of the States Parties invited the Committee to commence a reflection on revising the criteria for inscription on the two lists of intangible cultural heritage and to report on it to the next session of the General Assembly.
Decision required: paragraph 7


1. At its third session in June 2010, the General Assembly of the States Parties adopted several new chapters of the Operational Directives and substantially revised the procedures and timetable for examining and evaluating nominations to the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding and the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, proposals of programmes, projects and activities for the Register of Best Practices, and requests for international assistance (Resolution 3.GA 5). 
2. In the same resolution, the Assembly invited the Committee to commence a reflection on revising the criteria for inscription on the two lists of intangible cultural heritage and to report on it to the next session of the General Assembly. The criteria for inscription on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding are found in paragraph 1 of the Operational Directives, and the criteria for inscription on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity are found in paragraph 2. 
3. The possibility of reopening the question of these criteria was raised in several of the meetings between the fourth session of the Committee in September and October 2009 and the third session of the General Assembly in June 2010. These meetings included the 15 March 2010 expert meeting on the 2003 Convention (http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/index.php?meeting_id=00129), the 21 May 2010 meeting of the working group of the Committee on the amendments to the Operational Directives for the implementation of the Convention (5.COM 3.WG http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/5COM-3WG), the 1 June 2010 meeting of the restricted working group of the Committee on the amendments to the Operational Directives of the 2003 Convention (5.COM 3.1.WG, http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/5COM-3.1WG), the 21 June 2010 meeting of the working group of the Committee on the amendments to the Operational Directives for the implementation of the Convention (5.COM 4.WG, http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/5COM-4WG), and the 22 June 2010 meeting of the working group of the General Assembly (http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/3GA/). 
4. Some of the participants in those several meetings shared the opinion that the inscription criteria should not be subject to revision at the present time. Having resulted from lengthy deliberations by experts, the Committee and the General Assembly, the criteria should be maintained in their present form, some participants agreed. Other participants, however, shared the opinion that the criteria might warrant revision, and called for the Committee to take up this discussion at its next opportunity. 
5. The criterion that attracted the greatest attention as potentially warranting revision was criterion R.2 for the Representative List. Those advocating revision held that it was unreasonable to require that a submitting State demonstrate in its nomination that ‘Inscription of the element will contribute to ensuring visibility and awareness of the significance of the intangible cultural heritage and to encouraging dialogue, thus reflecting cultural diversity worldwide and testifying to human creativity’ (Operational Directives paragraph 2, R.2). In their view, this required proof of a future outcome that could not be known at the time of nomination or inscription. Others responded that in the first two cycles, no nomination had been rejected by the Subsidiary Body solely because it failed to satisfy this criterion, even if it had been a contributing factor in several other cases where multiple criteria had not been satisfied.
6. In response to the invitation of the General Assembly, the Committee may wish to begin a reflection on possible revision of the criteria for inscription. If that initial reflection confirms that further discussion is warranted, the Secretariat could be requested to draw up a draft of revised criteria for the Committee’s sixth session in late 2011. The Committee might also determine, after reflection, that the criteria should not be revised.
7. The Committee may also wish to adopt the following decision, presented with two options:
DRAFT DECISION 5.COM 10.1
The Committee,
1. Having examined document ITH/10/5.COM/CONF.202/10 Part 1, 

2. Recalling Resolution 3.GA 5,
3. Having reflected on the criteria for inscription on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding and on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity,

OPTION A:

4. Decides to examine at its sixth session possible revisions to the criteria for inscription in paragraph 1 and 2 of the Operational Directives;

5. Requests the Secretariat to draw up a draft of possible revisions of the criteria, reflecting its debates during the present session.
OPTION B:

4. Decides to retain the criteria for inscription in paragraph 1 and 2 of the Operational Directives;

5. Requests the Secretariat to report on this decision to the fourth session of the General Assembly of the States Parties.
